FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
For a moment it looked as if the murder of
Alexander at Marseilles might start a European
blaze, just as that of Francis Ferdinand at Serajevo
twenty years before had started the Great War:
for the Yugoslavs alleged that Croat assassins
had been trained in Hungary, just as the Serbians
had trained Bosnians in 1914. But Italy very
gallantly protected Hungary against the ebulli-
tions of Yugoslav rage, and as the politicians of
the latter country had their hands pretty full
with its internal affairs, and were busy restoring
the constitution and the good old custom of
shooting down opposition speakers in the Skup-
shtina, the matter was dropped.
Meanwhile Italy manifestly had a strong case
for compensation; not merely on account of the
failure of the Danubian carte blanche to amount to
anything, but also because the bits of the Sahara
France was willing to cede, by way of colonial
compensation, were even drier and more un-
profitable than the districts in Jubaland by which
Britain had sought to discharge the promises
it had made to get Italy into the War in 1915. So
Mussolini at once raised the Abyssinian problem.
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